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The Gladstone
of the Greater Gladstone Civic Association

Gladstone Manor is:
Ardmore Ave. (to Bryn Mawr Ave.) • Bryn Mawr Ave.

(to Windermere Ave.) • Deforest Rd. • West Baltimore Ave. 
(from Burmont Rd. to Windermere Ave.) • Eldon Rd. • 

Gladstone Rd. • Madison Rd. • Mansfield Rd. • Marlyn Ave. • 
Martin Dr. • West Stratford Ave. (to Windermere Ave.) • 

Walsh Rd. • East Windermere Terr. •
Willowbrook Ave. (to Bryn Mawr Ave.)

In January 2011, Lansdowne's 
Borough Manager, Craig 
Totaro, contacted the GGCA 
requesting that we schedule 
a meeting so he could dis-
cuss a proposed street light 
replacement with residents. 
Since these are an important 
part of the charm and per-
sonality of our community, 
and since these lights sit 

inside a homeowner's 
property line, we 
proceeded with notify-
ing residents about 
and urging their 
attendance at the 
upcoming meeting.

On February 9, 
2011, Mr. Totaro, 
met with Gladstone 
residents to discuss 
the removal (no 
longer a proposal 

but a done deal) of these 
historic lights and replacement with new lighting.  
Residents were allowed to vote on color and style for 
the street light replacement.  In 
response to the obvious displeasure 
of the resident-attendees, Mr. Totaro 
suggested that the lights could be 
given to residents to be repaired 
and installed at their own expense 
in their front lawn.  He further 
indicated that the GGCA could 
conduct a lottery to decide who 
would receive the lights.  These 
statements were made in front of a 
roomful of Gladstone residents.

Despite repeated phone calls and emails by the GGCA 
and individual residents, and nearly 7 
months later we have 2 problems:

• A number of lights have still not 
been installed due to apparent 
delays in materials causing us to 
wonder how closely this project 
is being managed.  Near the 
Island and on good portions 
of Mansfield Road and Madison 
Avenue we have no working 
lights or no lights installed at 
all, creating a significant safety 
concern.  Other lights appear 
to be working sporadically, also 
creating a safety concern.

• Mr. Totaro now says that the lottery for the street 
lights was just an idea.  He has said that the new plan 
is to sell the lights to the highest bidder.

Some members of 
Borough Council are 
attempting to find an 
acceptable resolution 
to this problem.  But we 
also need your help.  We 
have been advised that our 
concerns will be addressed 
at the next Borough Council 
Meeting.  It is important that 
we have as many residents 
as possible attend to ask 
questions and show support 
for this community issue.

Please make every effort to attend the next Borough Council 
Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 19, 2011 at 7:30pm 

in Borough Hall located at 12 E. Baltimore Avenue.

Help Save 84 Years of
Gladstone History

New Street Lights

Historic Street Lights

Unfinished Street Lights



Upcoming GGCA Elections

October 2011 the Greater Gladstone Civic Association will be electing 
new officers for a two-year term for President, Vice-President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.  Please consider running for an office or nominating 
someone you feel will be a good candidate for one of these positions.  
Please contact a member of the Nominating Committee:  Nancy 
Jordan at 610-259-5378 or Bob and Betty Bartmann at 610-622-7151.

“Flash”Backs (from The 
Manor Flash, 1937-38, 

exactly as written)

Mr. Dee Titman saw a big dog funeral 
at Media Shelter the other day Thurs-
day yesterday.  It was a big funeral 
but a small dog.  It had a coffin and 
a man reading something from the 
Bible before that berried him.  We are 
sorry he died.  It must have been a 
good dog.

Mr. Hellfrick had a Bible class of 97 
men.  The subject was temperance.  
Mr. H said he was glad to see so many 
of his drinking friends out.
 Ah, the beauty of Fall, with the 

display of colors on the trees… 
and we do have a lot of trees in 
Lansdowne!  Some years we get 
to enjoy the beauty for quite a 
while; and other years, sadly, the 
leaves seem to go dull and fall quite 
quickly.  Whether for a short while 
or something longer, the once-
beautiful leaves can become a 
mess and annoyance and a chore 
for us to deal with, either raking 
them to the curb, bagging them, 
or composting them.  If you’re not 
fortunate enough to own a com-
post bin that you bought or built, 
those brown paper leaf bags are 
terrific.  Not only are they recycla-
ble, but they also keep the leaves 
from blowing around after we’ve 
finished our “chore,” and we 
certainly don’t want the leaves 
back on our property or 
blown onto a neighbor’s 
yard.  Plus, they’re really 
reasonably priced… you can 

buy a five-pack for less than $2.00.  
If you’ve not been a 
“brown-bagger” 
before, consider 
giving them a try.  
But if you’re not ready 
to join the “bag brigade,” 
then we’re sure you’ll be 
a good neighbor and 
promptly clean up the 
mess so our neighbor-
hood will look 
great with or 
without leaves 
on the trees.

How can something so beautiful become
such a mess?  (Well, only if we let it.) 

Greater	 Gladstone	 
Civic	 Association



Smooth Sailing 

Isn’t it great to drive along Baltimore Pike without dodging 
potholes and other surface annoyances?!?  Thanks to the 
efforts of Representative Nick Micozzie, PennDOT has done
 a really nice job of repaving              the 0.85-mile stretch 
of Baltimore Pike between                         Burmont Road 
and Wycombe Avenue, as well                       as other sections 

of Chester Pike (4.23 mil.), MacDade Blvd. (2.23 mi.), and Bishop/Barrett Roads                             (1.33 mi.) in 
the 163rd legislative district.  Mr. Micozzie is currently working on getting 
Lansdowne Ave. and other statement highways in our district repaved 
before the winter months. Thank you Representative Micozzie!
 

Ingredients
1/2 cup butter, room temperature 
1 1/4 cup sugar 
2 tablespoons brown sugar 
2 eggs 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 cup milk 
2 Tablespoons Blueberry Syrup 
2 1/2 cups fresh blueberries 

Blue Berry Muffins 

Directions
Preheat oven to 350º F.  Line a 12 cup muffin 
tin with paper liners and set aside.  In a large 
mixing bowl, beat butter and 1 1/4 cups sugar 
until fluffy and pale in color.   Add in eggs one at 
a time, beating well after each addition.  In a 
separate mixing bowl, sift together flour, baking 
powder, and salt.  Add the flour mixture to the 
butter mixture alternating with the milk until 
well incorporated and being careful not 
to over mix.  Gently fold in the fresh 
blueberries.   Add the Blueberry 
syrup.  Scoop batter into the paper 
lined muffin tin and sprinkle the 
tops with brown sugar. 
Bake for 25-30 minutes.

2011 Meetings and Events

GGCA Meetings are held the 4th Thursdays of the month from 7-9pm at Borough Hall, 12 E. Baltimore Pike.  
(Exceptions include November when the meeting will be the 3rd Thursday and July & August when no 
meetings will be held.)  
Fall 2011 meetings: October 27, and November 17.

Save the Date - Saturday, December 3rd - Tree Lighting.  Rain date, Sunday, December 4th.



Keep our Neighborhood Beautiful

Recently some neighbors noticed that several Gladstone traffic signs were tagged with graffiti.  The signs were 
cleaned and tagged again.  After contacting the Lansdowne Chief of Police, Dan Kortan, we learned that a police 
report had not been filed - apparently a neighbor cleaned the signs.  

Following the report, Officers were dispatched to the area to photograph the tags.  And Public Works employees 
cleaned the signs with graffiti remover.  Additionally the information will be shared with other 
local police department in a combined effort to identify and prosecute "Taggers".

Chief Kortan would like to provide advice to each of us on how we can Keep Gladstone 
Beautiful - and safe.  "Neighbors should continue to be vigilant for strangers and suspicious 
activity and notify police while it is in progress.  This is our best chance of catching and 
prosecuting the offenders."  The Lansdowne Police Department can be reached at 215-623-0700.

 

Since the last issue of The Gladstone newsletter, I am happy to report that 
all of the foster kittens that were living at 145 Walsh Road found permanent, 
loving homes.  Penny, the orange tabby, even met her adoptive parents due 
to the ad her sister Cheese placed.  We’re so thrilled she’s staying in the 
neighborhood!  

On a side note, let’s not forget to clean up after our pets, both dogs and cats, 
so that they are welcomed in the neighborhood by everyone.  

Also, a couple of big events are coming up.  The first is October 15th (rain 
date the 16th) from 9am-3pm.  The Animal Friends of Lansdowne is having 

a garage sale fundraiser with antiques.  They are known 
for their big yard sale in the spring, but this year they 
are having one in the fall at their storage garage: 129 
North Wycombe (driveway to garages/storage units is 
hidden left turn immediately past Bible Church sign.)
Antiques from an estate sale were donated to AFL recently and they don't have the space 
to store them until spring.  All proceeds will benefit animals in need in Lansdowne.  If you 
have antiques you'd like to donate to add to the mix, please send an email to: 
info@animalfriendsoflansdowne.com.   

The other big event is on October 29th when Philadelphia will “go to the dogs” at the 
5th Annual PAWS Mutt Strut.  Dogs and the people who love them will walk the 1.5-mile 
scenic route in FDR Park to raise funds and awareness for PAWS' efforts to save 
Philadelphia's homeless, abandoned, and unwanted animals.  Don't have a mutt to strut?  
No problem!  Register for a great event for a great cause, or "rent" 
a PAWS dog for the day and make a new friend for the afternoon 
or for life!  Looking to adopt?  Plenty of PAWS dogs will be on-
hand looking for loving homes.  Come meet your new best friend!  
For more information, email muttstrut@phillypaws.org. 

If anyone else would like to contribute to the newsletter regarding 
local pets that need homes or fundraising events such as those listed 
above, please feel free to email dinasalzer@rcn.com.  Perhaps we can make this a regular column.

Visit the GGCA website at  www.gladstonemanor.org

Gladstone residents Adam, Cara & 
new addition, little Penny Lavallee

Our Furry Friends
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