
Building Community Since 1927

Neighborhood Updates

The GGCA held it's last meeting until Fall on Thursday, June 23.  
Topics discussed included the July 4th parade and picnic, the 
Borough project to replace the lights in the Manor, and recent 
meetings with the Borough regarding vacant properties.

See page 2 for an update on the light replacement project.
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The Gladstone
of the Greater Gladstone Civic Association

Gladstone Manor is:
Ardmore Ave. (to Bryn Mawr Ave.) • Bryn Mawr Ave.

(to Windermere Ave.) • Deforest Rd. • West Baltimore Ave. 
(from Burmont Rd. to Windermere Ave.) • Eldon Rd. • 

Gladstone Rd. • Madison Rd. • Mansfield Rd. • Marlyn Ave. • 
Martin Dr. • West Stratford Ave. (to Windermere Ave.) • 

Walsh Rd. • East Windermere Terr. •
Willowbrook Ave. (to Bryn Mawr Ave.)

The GGCA Celebrates 
Independence Day

On Monday, July 4, 2011, over a dozen 
Gladstone residents represented the 
Manor and marched in the annual 
Lansdowne Fourth of July parade. The 
group carried the Manor’s official banner 
(emblazoned with the iconic 1920s street 
light) and tossed candy to spectators. After 
the parade, the Union Athletic Association 
presented the group a first place medal for 
best group of marchers. Thank you to all 
residents who participated!

Later in the afternoon, over eighty resi-
dents attended the annual potluck picnic 
on the Island. The hot weather did not de-
ter the fun. The association provided hot 
dogs and hamburgers along with ice tea 
and lemonade.  Resident donation ranged 
from German potato salad and baked 
beans to fruit salad and a wide assortment 
of cakes, brownies, and cookies. Another 
thank you to residents who helped set up 
and break down the event, donated food, 
and joined neighbors. 

Both events illustrate part of what making 
living in Gladstone Manor so special.



Upcoming GGCA Elections

October 2011 the Greater Gladstone Civic Association will be electing 
new officers for a two-year term for President, Vice-President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.  Please consider running for an office or nominating 
someone you feel will be a good candidate for one of these positions.  
Please contact a member of the Nominating Committee:  Nancy 
Jordan at 610-259-5378 or Bob and Betty Bartmann at 610-622-7151.

“Flash”Backs (from The 
Manor Flash, 1937-38, 

exactly as written)

Lt. Dr. Hegge, 9 Willowbrook Ave., 
U.S.N., moved to California Thursday 
with his wife SallyAnn and John.  Mr. 
BOOCHER next door now is using his 
alarum clock again as the baby used 
to wake him sharp at 7 every morning.  

2011 Meetings and Events

GGCA Meetings are held the 4th Thursdays of the month from 7-9pm 
at Borough Hall, 12 E. Baltimore Pike.  (Exceptions include November 
when the meeting will be the 3rd Thursday and July & August when no 
meetings will be held.)  Fall 2011 meetings: September 22, October 27, 
and November 17.

Save the Date - Saturday, December 3rd - Tree Lighting.  Rain date, 
Sunday, December 4th.

 
	
   The Gladstone 
	
 A.A. baseball                                        
	
 team broke the 
beauty shop window 
while practicing for the 
game with Alden.  The 
field was empty in less 
than 10 seconds…. The 
bill will be paid by the 
team it is understood.
 

Most residents are aware of 
the removal (for replacement 
purposes) of the iconic Gladstone 
Manor street lights by Lansdowne 
Borough earlier this year. The 
Borough has offered the original 
1920s street lights to residents of
Gladstone Manor via the Greater 
Gladstone Civic Association 

(GGCA).  Several residents have 
contacted the GGCA to request 
a light, but many lights are still 
available; to be added to the wish 
list for lights, please email the 
association at 
TheManor@GladstoneManor.org. 

Originally a lottery had been 
planned for distribution of the 
street lights, but as interest to 
date has been low, the association 
is considering other options in lieu 
of a lottery. (Residents who have 
emailed the association will be 
contacted during the early fall with 
further details of the distribution 
plan.)

Please be aware the street lights 
are 15 feet tall, made of cast iron, 
and most likely weigh 200 pounds 
each. To install a light one would 
need to have a concrete base (of 
at least three feet) poured with 
captive anchoring bolts.

The process of installing the 
new, replacement street lights 
has begun. Lansdowne Borough 
Manager Craig Totaro recently 
provided the GGCA with an 
update on the progress of this 
project. According to Totaro, 
“There is one foundation without 
a pole or light and that will be 
installed soon; waiting on delivery.” 
The Borough is, “Waiting on deliv-
ery of material at the other sites 
where there is a pole without an 
acorn;” and, “There are devices 
that can filter the light to improve/
modify the quality [of the new 
street lights].” The Borough is 
reviewing options for the best 
solutions. On a related note, 
Totaro noted the Borough was 
in the process of evaluating bids 
for work on the Island Parklette 
with hope of being approved by 
Borough Council at the August 16 
meeting and with work starting 
soon after approval.

The Historic Street Lights of Gladstone Manor: An Update

The new latern-style lamp
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What Do You Think of Our New Look? 

We Association folk are really happy with the new layout of the newsletter and hope you like it too.  We 
owe our new look to the graphic design talents of Dina Salzer, who resides on Walsh Road.  Thanks Dina!!!

Those Three Rs

Each month we remind you to Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.  Let’s add a fourth… 
Rethink.  And let’s rethink not just in terms of our environmental behaviors but also our 
environmental etiquette.  Most of us probably think of our environmental behaviors in terms 
of how and what we use (or reuse).  But oftentimes what we think of as positive actions can 
actually negatively impact our environment and our neighbors.  Please be mindful of such 
things as when mowing our yards and blowing the grass from the sidewalks.  Your lawns 
would actually benefit from blowing those clippings back onto your yards and not onto side-
walks or neighbors’ property or into the streets.  When it rains, grass clippings left on side-

walks or in the street 
run off and cause 
drains to clog. 

Also, now that we’ve enjoyed the gorgeous 
colors of our blooming trees and before 
those green leaves turn to brown and drop, 
let’s think about pruning, especially those 
branches that hang over sidewalks and   
interfere with pedestrian traffic.  Folks 
really enjoy walking this neighborhood,          
and we probably didn’t mind ducking and 
dodging low-hanging tree limbs while they 
were full of color; but it’s time to think 
about clearing the paths.
 

Culinary Favorites

It’s been suggested that we consider including 
favorite recipes of our Gladstone neighbors in 

this newsletter, and we think this is a good idea.  
If you have a recipe you’d like to share, 

please submit it via our website:  
www.gladstonemanor.org

Even if we don’t receive enough to
publish in the newsletter, they will then

be available on the website.
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It is obvious to anyone walking 
around Gladstone Manor that 
there are two distinctly different 
styles of houses built there – the 
semi-detached (or “twin”) style 
and the single family dwellings.  
This is not how things were 
supposed to work out.

The semi-detached homes in the 
Manor were the product of 
developer W. P. (Percival) Johnson 
and architect E. A. (Allen) Wilson.  
Johnson hailed from a moneyed 
Philadelphia mining company fam-
ily and Wilson had his offices at 
1600 Arch Street in Philadelphia.  
Wilson’s firm was responsible for 
designing hundreds of residences 
and apartment houses in the 
Philadelphia area (including Lans-
downe before Gladstone Manor).

Gladstone Manor was not John-
son’s first project in Lansdowne.  
He started there after acquiring 
the property of Dr. DeForest 
Willard, a physician who had his 
home and office located on the 
north side of Baltimore Pike 
between what are now Ardmore 
and Willowbrook Avenues.  (The 
streets didn’t exist at the time.)  
The handsome stone house still 
stands there behind a wall of 
trees; part of the house now 
contains apartments.

Dr. Willard’s property was 
sprawling by today’s standards.  

He owned a roughly 21 
acre rectangular tract 
that extended from the 
railroad right-of-way 
(now the Septa tracks) 
to today’s Bryn Mawr 
Avenue.  The portion 
on the north side of 
the Baltimore Pike 
consisted of about 12 
acres while the south 
side was about 9 acres.  
East and West boundaries were 
the backs of the properties on the 
east side of Ardmore Avenue and 
the west side of Willowbrook 
Avenue.

Johnson first started building 
homes for sale on the south 
side of Baltimore Pike, today’s 
East Windermere and West 
Windermere Terraces, but did 
build a sample house at #3 
Ardmore Avenue to attract the 
attention of passersby on busy 

Baltimore Pike.  (Remember, there 
was a trolley running right down 
the middle of Baltimore Pike at 
the time.)  His building crews then 
worked their way north on the 
newly laid out Willowbrook and 
Ardmore Avenues.

The space occupied today by 31 
Ardmore Avenue was left vacant 
at the time because a road was 
supposed to connect Ardmore 
and Windermere Avenues.

With homes under construction 
on Ardmore and Willowbrook 
Avenues, Mr. Johnson turned his 
attention to the Walsh estate, 
buying the 40 acre property 
in 1925.  This would be the loca-
tion for Gladstone Manor, his 
picturesque interpretation of an 
English village with its winding 
streets and charming homes.

Everything was going nicely 
until the stock market crash in 
October of 1929.  Watch for the 
next installment of this column.

Visit the GGCA website at  www.gladstonemanor.org

Hi! I'm Cheese and I'm staying with my foster parents Dina and Dave for the time being.  I'm really 
fortunate in that I have a new Dad who is looking forward to adopting me once my stay at 145 
Walsh is through.  However, I also have two brothers (a black & white tuxedo and a fluffy white 
kitten with spots) and two sisters (a tabby and a calico) who need homes.  If you or anyone you 
know might be interested, please contact my foster parents and arrange a time to meet my siblings. 
They're really loving and playful and I'm sure they'll bring you lots of happiness.  Contact 
dinasalzer@rcn.com or 610-394-6453 for more information.  
Many thanks!!  Cheese 

On The Manor
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